Hi Everyone!

Sorry about the length of this post, I have a lot of information to convey, and a lot of questions I hope to have answered.

I’m recovering from a nightmarish experience with the Sony HXR-NX70. I bought, in succession, three of them. Each was returned for different problem, but all of them had two problems in common: horrible chromatic aberration and inconsistent focus across the frame particularly on the left side of the image. The third unit was nearly the cause of me having a stroke, because although I had tested it thoroughly in bright light with targets at infinity and it seemed free of the left-side focus problems that plagued units #1 and #2, is was not until I shot an indoor concert that I discovered to my dismay that it too had the left side focus problem! (see samples here: www.huecotanks.com/temp1) . By the time I discovered the problem I was past my 30-day return window with B&H. If it were not for the support of Sony Pro techs and B&H’s fabulous customer service (they agreed to take it back!), I would right now be working  on a video where I smash, burn, spindle and mutilate the NX70 as a warning to the world.

So, now I am on the hunt again. I want to stick with Sony for various reasons, for example the ability to use the Sony PMB/CMU which stitches together the multiple raw <2GB .mts files on the media into single, large files on the computer.

After a lot of reading and thought, I seriously considering going with a large-sensor cam with interchangeable lenses, instead of the 3-chip alternatives (such as the NX5) with built-in lenses. It seems as if that is the direction of the market. However, I will miss  the having a power-zoom for those buttery-smooth pullbacks. 

I also really like the Sony AVCHD 2.0 codec with the 60p modes. In fact, if there were a successor to the NX5 available now with the 2.0 codec, I would probably go for it.

I’ve downloaded and skimmed  the VG20 manual, but still have some questions.

General:

* Has anyone experienced any problems with chromatic aberration or soft-focus on the edges of an image (not “bokeh”, but actually problems where something is out of focus due to a problem with the sensor not being perfectly aligned). BTW, CA will always be worse at high zoom. The samples I have seen on the web look very crisp, but then again none of the NX70 web samples I saw warned me about the NX70’s terrible image quality)

* Faster Lenses:

It is acknowledged that the VG20 using the 18-200mm lens is not great in low-light, and with that lens being F3.5 at best, this is not surprising. Can anyone recommend a killer zoom, at least 18-200 , that is at least as fast as F1.8- F3.5? (I know this will not be cheap!)

* Does the VG20 have a “gain-limiter” function, where one can tell it to never increase the gain past a certain value, for example 6dB?

* When using the E lenses, such as the 18-200mm, is aperture controlled in any way by the electronics, or is it 100% from the ring on the lens? This really confuses me. The manual on page 46 shots a shot of a screen menu with aperture F2.8, but the 18-200mm lens is a 3.5 to 6.5 lens. Help!

* In other Sony camera’s with Steady Shot, there are three modes: off, standard (aka optical) and Active. In Active mode, the system uses a smaller physical region of the sensor, and “floats” the image via software to achieve a very cool psuedo-steadycam effect.  When it Active mode, the resulting effect causes a slight increase in zoom.  Does the “Active” setting on the VG20 have a very good steady-cam effect?

* The manual says: “You cannot zoom in when using [Spot Meter/

Fcs], [Spot Meter] or [Spot Focus].” This is a confusing to me, because the zoom is 100% manual. Do they mean that the Spot Focus just does not work after the zoom is changed?

* Is the zoom via a ring, or does one slide the lens in and out?

Stills:

I do a lot of time-lapse. Although I have post-production techniques (described on my YouTube channel) where I can extract single frames of any desired time-lapse rate from video, doing the time-lapse on the camera might be useful. For example, I hope to buy a fast prime lens and do night-time lapse of stars, using individual shots of about 10 sec exposure each. In continuous mode, how many stills will it shoot? Is there any limit? Or, does anyone know of an intervalometer that can be used?

Well, that’s it for now. Thanks in advance for your patience!

Thanks,

Steve
